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ABSTRACT 

��

�,�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���L�W�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��

�S�R�Z�H�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���L�W�V���Z�D�U���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����W�K�H���8���6�����D�U�P�H�G���I�R�U�F�H�V�¶���P�R�V�W��

�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���V�K�R�U�W�F�R�P�L�Q�J�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���Z�D�U���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���I�X�O�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�Q�W�L���$�F�F�H�V�V���$�Q�W�L���'�H�Q�L�D�O��

���$�����$�'�����D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G�������7�K�L�V���W�K�H�V�L�V���W�U�D�F�H�V���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V���R�I��

�W�K�H��AirSea Battle �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���W�K�H���G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U���L�W�V���P�H�U�L�W�������&�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H��

�Z�D�U�I�D�U�H���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���Z�L�O�O���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���J�X�L�G�H���I�R�U���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�I��AirSea 

Battle���D�V���D���Y�L�D�E�O�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���W�R���P�R�G�H�O���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�H���M�R�L�Q�W���I�R�U�F�H���Z�L�O�O��

�Q�H�H�G���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���8���6�����V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���J�R�D�O�V�������)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���P�D�N�H�V��

�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�L�V�W�L�O�P�H�Q�W�����L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���U�H�I�L�Q�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���E�H�W�W�H�U��

�R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���V�H�Q�L�R�U���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�H�U�V����
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INTRODUCTION 

�� �&�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�\���D�Q�G���G�H�E�D�W�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���Q�H�Z���F�R�X�U�V�H���V�H�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���8���6����

�D�U�P�H�G���I�R�U�F�H�V���E�R�U�Q���E�\���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��AirSea Battle �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���L�Q���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���U�H�O�H�D�V�H��

�R�I���W�K�H�������������4�X�D�G�U�H�Q�Q�L�D�O���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���5�H�Y�L�H�Z�������7�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���E�H�F�D�P�H���P�D�U�U�H�G���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�\��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���X�Q�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���U�L�Y�D�O�U�\�������7�K�H��Joint Operational 

Access Concept ���-�2�$�&�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I���W�K�H���-�R�L�Q�W���&�K�L�H�I�V���R�I���6�W�D�I�I��

�L�Q�������������D�E�V�R�U�E�H�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q��AirSea Battle�������+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�Q�������������W�K�H��

�M�R�L�Q�W���V�W�D�I�I���U�H�F�D�V�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���D�V���W�K�H��Joint Concept for Access and Maneuver in the Global 

Commons�����-�$�0���*�&�����U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�¶�V���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I��

�F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���D���Q�H�Z���Z�D�U�I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W��������

�,�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�V���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���L�W�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��

�S�R�Z�H�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���L�W�V���Z�D�U���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����W�K�H���8���6�����D�U�P�H�G���I�R�U�F�H�V�¶���P�R�V�W��

�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���V�K�R�U�W�F�R�P�L�Q�J�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���Z�D�U���I�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���I�X�O�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�Q�W�L���$�F�F�H�V�V���$�Q�W�L���'�H�Q�L�D�O��

���$�����$�'�����D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G�������7�K�L�V���W�K�H�V�L�V���W�U�D�F�H�V���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V���R�I��

�W�K�H��AirSea Battle �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���W�K�H���G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U���L�W�V���P�H�U�L�W�������&�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H��

�Z�D�U�I�D�U�H���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���Z�L�O�O���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���J�X�L�G�H���I�R�U���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�I��AirSea 
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The contest over operational access can dominate practically all other 

considerations of warfare.������
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Anti-Access (A2):  Those actions and capabilities, usually long-range, 

designed to prevent an opposing force from entering an operational area. 

 

Area-Denial (AD): Those actions and capabilities, usually of shorter 

range, designed not to keep an opposing force out, but to limit its freedom 

of action within the operational area.������
�� �� ��           Joint Operational Access Concept ���-�2�$�&�������������� 
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CHAPTER 2 

AirSea Battle, Marred Reception 
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CHAPTER 4 

Where Are We? 
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Command of the commons is the military foundation of U.S. political 

preeminence.  It is the key enabler of the hegemonic foreign policy that 

the United States has pursued since the end of the Cold War.  
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CHAPTER 5 

Summary, Recommendations, and Conclusion 
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Example of A2/AD systems utilized for an integrated defense.61 
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FIGURE 1.  Example illustration of A2/AD systems disposition. 
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FIGURE 2.  A2/AD TASK FORCE CONSTRUCT. 
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Hierarchy.62   
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APPENDIX A.  Nesting and Relationship of Operational Access Documents 2014. 
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Joint Staff Internal Memorandum.63 
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APPENDIX B.  Joint Staff Memo Renaming AirSea Battle Concept. 



������
  

�$�����$�'���� �$�Q�W�L���$�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���$�U�H�D���'�H�Q�L�D�O 

�$�6�%�� �$�L�U�6�H�D���%�D�W�W�O�H��

�$�6�%�2�� �$�L�U�6�H�D���%�D�W�W�O�H���2�I�I�L�F�H��

�$�/�%�� �$�L�U�/�D�Q�G���%�D�W�W�O�H��

�$�0�5�$�$�0�� �$�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���0�H�G�L�X�P���5�D�Q�J�H���$�L�U���W�R���$�L�U���0�L�V�V�L�O�H��

�&�$�6�� �&�O�R�V�H���$�L�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W��

�&�0�7�� �&�\�E�H�U���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���7�H�D�P��

�&�6�%�$�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���D�Q�G���%�X�G�J�H�W�D�U�\���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V��

�&�6�(�� �&�\�E�H�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W��

�&�6�*�� �&�D�U�U�L�H�U���6�W�U�L�N�H���*�U�R�X�S��

�'�R�'�� �7�K�H���8���6�����'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H��

�(�$�������(�:�� �(�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���$�W�W�D�F�N�������(�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���:�D�U�I�D�U�H��

�,�$�0�'�� �,�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���$�L�U���D�Q�G���0�L�V�V�L�O�H���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H��

�-�$�0���*�&�� �-�R�L�Q�W���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���$�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���0�D�Q�H�X�Y�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���*�O�R�E�D�O���&�R�P�P�R�Q�V��

�-�&�(�2�� �-�R�L�Q�W���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���(�Q�W�U�\���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�-�&�6�/�2�� �-�R�L�Q�W���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���/�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�-�/�(�1�6�� �-�R�L�Q�W���/�D�Q�G���$�W�W�D�F�N���&�U�X�L�V�H���0�L�V�V�L�O�H���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���(�O�H�Y�D�W�H�G���1�H�W�W�H�G���6�H�Q�V�R�U���6�\�V�W�H�P��

�-�,�3�� �-�R�L�Q�W���,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q��

�-�2�$�&�� �-�R�L�Q�W���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�F�F�H�V�V���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W��

�0�(�%�� �0�D�U�L�Q�H���(�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���%�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q��

�6�$�*�� �6�X�U�I�D�F�H���$�F�W�L�R�Q���*�U�R�X�S��

�6�0������ �6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���0�L�V�V�L�O�H���������8�6�1���6�X�U�I�D�F�H���W�R���$�L�U���0�L�V�V�L�O�H����

�8�&�$�9�� �8�Q�P�D�Q�Q�H�G���&�R�P�E�D�W���$�H�U�L�D�O���9�H�K�L�F�O�H��

�8�6�$�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���$�U�P�\��

�8�6�$�)���� �8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���$�L�U���)�R�U�F�H��

�8�1�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�8�6�0�&�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���0�D�U�L�Q�H���&�R�U�S�V����

APPENDIX C.  ACRONYMNS. 
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